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To the, Right Worſhiptul 
Sir Jonathan Raymund, Knight, 


AnJ1 Alderman of the 


City of LONDON 


SIR, 


HE great and many Obligations, which 
I have received from your felf and good 


Lady, made it eaſie to determine to 
whom TI ought in Duty to diref this Diſconrſe, 
as a publick Teſtimony of my Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs. Ana truly, I bave had a wery 
great Longing, for ſome time, to meet with an 
| Opportunity of paying my Reſpefts to you in ſome 
eminent,viſible way, to the end the World might 
ſee and know, what a grateful Senſe I have of 
thoſe Favours which I am never able to requite. . 

But there was another Conſideration whiteh 
did mightily prevail with me to aſcribe $5. x 
Sermon to your Patronage ; and that«as; ge 
Agreeableneſs of this Subjet of Loyalty OY 
your Praftice and Inclinations, who gage Ro 
cient and the moſt convincing Proof 
time of Tryal, when Loyalty was gottig ew 
Wind, and when ſome People who ad fi ; 
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material Objetion againſt Sir Jonathan Ray- 
mund zpor account of his fitneſs to -— the 
Publick,, yet reflefed upon his Loyalty, as his 
Crime, and that which, in their Opinton, did 
f{poil all other Qualifications. But Sir, T his 
has much redounded to your Honour and Repu- 
tation among all good Men, that you did o 
flight the Cenfures of ſome malevolent People, 
who had ill Will againſt you, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe you had ſuch good will 
to His Majeſty. and his Government, as to 
Jhew your ſelf ſuch a brave Example of ſted- 
dy and unſbaken Loyalty, in unſtable Times , 
and one that out of pure Choice would under- 
take to come in in the very heat of. the Day, 
and ſteer the Affairs of a great City, when the 
Government was in great Diſtreſs, and peſterd - 
with powerful and implacable Enemies on all 
ſides. Nay, ſuch is your Love of Majeſty and 
Zeal for Loyalty, that you are promoting it in 
all. Companies wherever you come ; and, as I 
whae particularly objerved, you take ſingular 
are 20 train up your Children the ſame way, 
Wepcouraze nothing more, both in Chil.lren 
ants, than Loyalty to the Government. 
s your Temper and Humour, that you 
hy admit any as your Friend or Ser- 
Bs :0t a true and truſly Subje. Tour 
= . Houſe 
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Houſe ſeems to me a kind of School and Semi- 
nary of Loyalty; and you have ſo large a 
Stock and Treaſure of it in your Self and Fa- 
mily, that you are able to plant and furniſh a 
whole Town. 

But I fear I may be thought a Bold and Con- 
ceited Man, for venturing ſuch a plain and ea- 
fie Diſcourſe into the World, when there are 
Numbers of excellent Diſcourſes upon this very 
Subjeft, which are no leſs elegant than profita- 
ble. But as to this, I dare undertake to vin- 
dicate my Self and Sermon too, foraſmuch as 
the SubjeT I now treat on is ſo great and ex- 
cellent in it ſelf, that it needs no Flouri/hes or 
Advantages of Oratory, to recommend and ſet 
it off: And I humbly conceive, that the plainer 
it is, the fitter it will be for the plainer ſort of 
People, which are moſt numerous; and if others 

all blame me, for not whettino my Style, and 
uſing that Tartneſs of Expreſſion, which is now 
the modiſh way of treating all Diſſenters, and 
Perfons, that appear diſajjected to the Govern- 
ment ; 1 anſwer, That Severity, in any ſort, 
is much againſt my Nature, and that I have 
ftudiouſly declined all Satyr and Invefives, for 


this very Reaſon, Becauſe I have known many | 


bardned by that means , but never any Con 
verted. 3 
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And now Sir, not to detain you any longer, 
'T here preſent you with a plain Diſcourſe of 
Loyalty, and the true and only way to preſerve 
all People in Obedience to Authority ; which as 
I am confident it will gain your Favour and 
Protefion, for the ſake of its SubjeF, ſo I hope 1 
it may do ſome general Good in the World | 
in that way it is deſigned; which is the earneſt 
Wiſh, and principal Aim of, 


SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN OWEN. 
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Titus 3. verl. 1. 


Put them an mind to be ſubjeft to Prime 
cpalities and Powers, to obey Ma= 
piſtrates, to be ready to every good 


Work. 


HIS Text is in the nature of a \tand- 
ing Monitor, and perpetual Remem- 
bragncer to us of the Subjetion and 
Obedicnce which we owe to our Su- 
periours : And I ſuppoſe, that the Apo- 
{tle takes occaſion to preach up this Doctrine of Obe- 
dience the more, becauſe it was commonly ſuggelt- 
&d, in the firſt Days and Riſe of Chriſtianity, that it 
was a Religion which brought perlect Freedom and 
Liberty along with it, and which tended to level all 
Orders and Diſtin&tions of Men, as, high and low, 
bond and free, Maſter and Servant, and ſo makeeve- 
ry Body alike Gentlemen ; that 1s, it was taught, 
and maintain'd, by a vile ſort of Men, call'd Gnoſticts, 
That Chriſtianity was a brave, frank, and generous 
Religion, whoſe main Deſign was, to diſfolve all 
Ties and Obligations of Obedience, and et all Peoplc 
tree from a ſtate of Subjeftion, And therefore, we 
may obſerve, how that the Apoſtle, out- of an extra- 
ordinary Care to prevent this growing Error and 
Miſtake, which People were ſo prone to tall into, by 
reaſon of a natural Love and Defire of Liberty, takes 
B the 
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che Pains, in ſeveral of his Epiſtles, to diſcourſe this. 
Matter JOE and fully, and more eſpecially -in part- 


of the fiith and fixth Chapters of the Epheſrans. He 
rhere runs- through all thoſe Bonds and Relations 


wherein we (ſtand ingaged to one another, either as. 


Husband and Wife, Maſter and Servant, or Father 
and Chiidren; and ſhews, how that the Goſpel Li- 
berty, and Priviledges, do not conſiſt in burſting theſe 
Bonds aſunder, or in untying the Knot of -Govern- 
ment and Obedience, whereby we are knit together 


;1nmutual Relations and Dependencies. Nor do the Do-. 


ctrines contain'd in the Goſpel teach any thing tend- 
ing to ſuch Licentioufneſs and Diſorders, nor in the 


leaſt prompt or encourage Men to leſſen or draw off. 


their Obedience to their Superiours,of what Quality or 


Degree ſoever they be: but on the contrary,'tis manifeſt. 


that there are. no DoErines ſo auſpicious and friendly 
to Government, that do ſo much preſerve the Rule and 
Order of it, or faſten the Bonds and Ligaments of 
Humane Societies- in a due Subordination of one 
part to another, as the Dottrines of Chriſtianity, 
which would have a very happy Influence upon Go- 
vernment, and the Peace and Order of the World, in 
caſe they were as truly praftiſed as they are plainly 
raughr and delivered in the Goſpel. Bur though Re- 
ligion does fo well provide for the Safety, and Peace, 
and Security. of the Government : yet, of late Years, 
Loyalty and Obedience have been things very much 
out of Faſhion and Requeſt, and Do&trines whict 
ſome could not hear, or bear with any Patience. The 
Truth is, we have had the Unhappineſs to live in 
an Age, wherein Loyalty has been perſecuted and 
puniſh'd, as the worſt of Crimes, and even now it 
a hard thing to perſwade ſome, that it is either a Vit 
fuk, 
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(3) 
'tue, or a Duty ; ſo that it is little efteemed of by 
'them, and leſs practiſed : and therefore the Apoſtle, 
as if he did foreſee how apt Men would be to flag 
and faulter in this great Point of Loyalty and Obe- 
dience, commands that the Dottrine of Obedience bc 
-preach'd up, and Men often be reminded of their Du- 
ty in this Particular, ſaying, Put them in mind to be 
ſabjeft to Principalities and Powers, to obey Magi- 
ſtrates, &c. 

'In difcourſing of which Words, I ſhall firit ſet my 
ſelf to- prove, That Loyalty, and Obedience to Au- 
thotity, is a neceſſary and indiſpenſable Duty of Re- 


100, 

Secondly, Preſcribe ſome Rules and Directions how 
| 4 preſerve and eſtabliſh us in this Loyalty and Obe- 

nee. in | 
Eirſt then, I ſhall ſet my ſelf to prove, that Loy- 
alty, and Obedience to Authority, 1s a neceſlary and 
indiſpenſable Duty of Religion. 

There is no Duty, in all the Sacred Volume, which 
1s more plain and legible than this of Loyalty and 
Obedience to Magiſtrates : and yet ſome of late years 
have been fo ſtupid, or rather, willfully blind, as to 
over-look it; and, which is very ſtrange, have pre- 
tended Power and Skill to diſcover and ſpell out the 
Dodtrine of Reſiſtance from rhe Thirteenth of the 
Romans, which is a famous Sermon and Diſcourſe of 
Obedience; whica is a plain and evident Proof how 
unconſcionably ſome People will ſophiſticate and per- 
vert the plaineſt Scripture, when it 15 to ſerve a turn, 
and in order to carry on a deſperate Deſign. But 
however, Men may [nduſtriouſly oppole the Truth, 
and hoodwink their Underſtandings when they de- 


ire to delude themſelves and others, yet it is as true * 
B 2 as 
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2s Goſpel, that Reſiſtance of the Higher Powers is 
a damnable Sin; for, They ihat re/iſt, ſays St. Paul, 
ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 'But I defi the 
moſt ſour Patrons, and ſtift Aſlertors of this evil 
Dodtrine of Reſiſtance, to produce one Place or Sen. 
tence of Scripture, which ſounds or Jooks that way ; 
whereas, I can confidently and truly affirm, thar 
there are ſeveral great Expreſſions <oncerning Obedi. 
ence to our Superiours, and a huge Vein ot Loyalty 
chat runs all along throughout the Holy Scriptures ; 
ivme Inſtances whicreot are theſe, Touch not mine 
.inointerl, nor do my Prophets mo harm. Fear God, 
Honour the King. Let every Soul be ſubjett to the 
Higher Powers ; with many other Phraſes of the like 
Importance. And 'tis very obſervable, that there is 
no Duty which is preſſed with more Vehemency, or 
the.Threatnings ot a ſeverer Penalty, or more large- 
ly inſiſted on than this of Obedience and SubjeCtion; 
as if it were the unum neceſſarium of Religion. And 
we may farther take notice, That our Saviour him- 
ſelf gives us the greateſt Example of it, in paying 
Tribute when he might have lawfully refuſed : and 
to remove and prevent all Exceptions to this hea- 
venly Doctrine of Obedience, acquaints the Fews, 
that albeit they might look upon themſelves as a 
tree and peculiar People, and ſtand highly upon their 
fingular Grants and PriviJedges, ſo as to think. ſcorn 
to rruckle or bend in a way of Subjeftion to any 
Power on Earth, yet ſeeing it was their Fate to fall 
under the Power and Dominion of the Romans, who 
were now ,uppermoſt, and become their Maſters by 
abſolute Conqueſt and Victory, they were as things 
now 'ſtood with 'em to pay all dutiful Homage and 
Submiſſion to 'em, as being the Higher Powers. _ 
(, 
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St. Paw! is very brisk and poſitive in this-matter, and 
commands Obedience, and to be ſubje& tor Conſci- 
ence ſake, even in the Reign of Nero, who was a 
Moniter of Wickedneſs and Tyranny. So that I can- 
not ſee with what pretence ot Reafon or Conſcience 
Men can diſpute Obedience to Authority, in all juſt 
and lawful Commands. And I do much wonder how 
2 whole Generation of Men can have the Face to pre- 
tend to extraordinary Religion and Sanity, and 
yet at the ſame time live in ſuch a known Sin and 
Wickedneſs, as is that of Diſobedience to Superiours ; 
and I much more wonder, how they can call upon 
Kings and Princes to rule altogether according to Law, 
when they themſelves are ſuch lawleſs People, and live 
in ſuch a manifeſt Violation;and Defiance of all thoſe 
Laws of the Land, which are made in Favour and Con- 
firmation of Obedience. But I would that all Men 
would know, and conſider, That a quiet and peace- 
able Subjetion to Authority 1s. one of the great Ca- 
pital Laws of the Chriſtian Religion: and therefore; 
tor Men to make nothing to break.ſuch a plain-Fun- 
damental Law, and diſregard ſuch an eſſential Duty 
of Religion, is a great ſign, that they make very lit- 
tle Conſcience ot their ways, and a ſhrewd Argu- 
ment, that they have little or ao Religion. And this 
is the Propoſition which I promiſed in the firſt place 
to make out and maintain, viz. That Loyalty, and 
Obedience to Authority, is a neceſſary and indifpen- 
lable Duty of Religion. 

I ſhall now, in the ſecond place, preſcribe ſome 
Rules and DireCtions, how to preſerve and eſtabliſh us 
in Loyalty and Obedience, Which was the thing L. 
principally intended. 


As 
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As firſt, By renouncing ill Principles and DoQrings 
dangerous to Government. 

Secondly, By ſuppreſſing our Paſſions and firſt In- 
clinations to Rebellion. 

Thirdly, By entertaining good Thoughts and 
Opinions of our Superiours. 

Fourthly, By avoiding evil and tatious Company. 

Fitthly, By ceafing to envy and mutter at our Su- 
pertours. 

Sixthly, By praying for thoſe in Authority, and 
the Proſperity of the Government. 

And laſtly, endeavour to fatisfie thoſe Scruples and 
Jealoufies which make ſome People 1o reſtleſs and un- 
quiet under the _ Government. And all this, 
I promiſe to .pertorm with that Softneſs and Candor, 
as to give no juſt Provocation or Offence to the moſt 
—wn__ Diſſenter, if any ſuch ſhould be here pre- 

r . 


Firſt then, one way to- preſerve and eſtabliſh us in 
Loyalty, and Obedience to Aathority, is, by re- 
'nouncing ill Principles and DoAtrines dangerous to 
Government. 

'Tis natural for Men to a& according to their 
Principles, -and follow the tendency -of thoſe Do- 
Qrrines which they have been taught, there being, 
ina manner, ' the ſame Relation between Mens Prin- 
ciples and Practices, as between the Cauſe and Et 
ted. Now, ill Principles will, in 'time, turn into | 
matter of Faw: 11 mn but, when Men are once 
ſtrongly perſwaded that they ought to do a thing, 
qhenhiie be never ſo unlawtul ok ſelf, yet they will 
at it with as much Courage and Reſolution, as they 
would in the moſt righteous Cauſe in the World ; tor, 
one of an erroneous and miſguided Conſcience, _ 
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beas fierce and aftive in his way as he that has the 
moft tender and pure Conſcience. So that none are 

ſa miſchievous and fatal Enemies to the Government 

as thoſe that think themſelves bound, in Duty and 

Conſcience, .to ſubvert and. overthrow it. And for 
the Truth and Confirmation of this, I will appeal to 

our late Experience, and the great Buſtles and Stirs 

which ſome People make at preſent. 'Tis certain, that 

the Government is always in danger from Men of ill 

Principles , becauſe they lye under a perpetual Temp- 

tation to rebell. Now of thoſe many Principles and 

Dodtrines which have for- ſome Years ſo mightily 

prevail'd, and peſter'd the World, I ſhall only recount 

two, which I think to be of as pernicious a Conſe- 

| uerice, and to have had as great an Influence in di- 

| rbing the Government, as any others rhat can be . 
named. 

The Principles and Dottrines are theſe two ; 

That Dominion is founded in Grace ; and 

That it is lawful to fight for Religion. 

The one takes away all conſideration of Right and 
Jaſtice, and the. other authoriſes and ſanCtifies Rebel- 
lion. 

- Andtho ſome among us take a peculiar Pride, and 
would be thought the more religious tor clamouring 
againſt the Papiſts, as altogether unſufferable, upon 
account of their dangerous Principles and Practices ; 
yet I would fain know, what Difterence there is be- 
' tween theſe two Opinions of the Lawfulneſs of depo- 
ſing Kings for Hereſte, and fighting for Religion: The 
one is 4 pure Jeſuitical Principle, and the other a Fa- 
natick. And truly, both accord and jump-together 
in the ſame Sentiments and Opinions in Oppoſition 


to Government, ſave only, that the latter has the - 
Cune.- 


(8) 
L 
Cunningneſs to lick the'Jeſuits-Principles into another 
Form, and put them into a different Dreſs. But this 
has been the Trick ot all thoſe who have had an 
Spleen or Deſign againſt the Government, to diſguiſe 
rheir Malice and wicked Intentions with the plaulible 
and ſpecious Titles and Pretences of Religion and 
Reformation: and when they have had a mind to re- 
bell, that they might put a good Face and a fair 
Gloſs upon the matter, they begin to find Fault with 
rheir Prince tor ſome perſonal tailings or Enormities 
ot Lite, or not being ſo cloſe a Friend to Religion, 
nor ſo godly, as they would have him to be, orelle 
quarrel at'the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs, as 
wanting-Conduttand Policy, and not being agreeable 
ro Honour and Juſtice, And this we have ſeen pra- 
ctis'd all along, by that Party of Men who are a con- 
tinual Plague and Burthen to the Government, how 
that they are always picking Flaws in their Prince's 
Religion or Government upon the account of ſome 
Detects in his Morals, or fome Error and Miſcarri- 
age of State; and ſo repreſent him as a Perſon not 
fit, or religious enough, to govern : for this Princi- 
ple, That Dominion 1s founded in Grace, lies at the 
bottom, and is the Foundation, of all our Diſlenters 
Rage and implacable Averſion to the King and his 
Government, For, they looking upon themſelves as 
the Godly Party, and that none love'or practice Re- 
ligion like themſelves, do thereupon think that none 
but rhe Godly have a Right to govern: and though 
2 Prince were as Holy as an Angel, yet, unleſs he 
be righteous in their Eyes, and according to their 
Standard of Holineſs, he would be reje&ted as unfit 
to rule over 'em. | 


And 
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And hence it was, that in the late Times of Uſurpation 
this ſort of Men made no Scruple to plunder and ſpoil 0- 
thers of their Eſtates, and ſeat themſelves in their Poſſeſſi- 
ons, giving out to the World, That the Wicked did forteit 
all Right to their Eſtates, and that none could hold an E- 
ſtate by any Tenure but that of Holineſs ; and ſo made a 
ſhift, ander the Pretences of a ſingular Pity, and a confi- 
dent engroſſing Holineſs to themſelves, to convert theSin- 
ners Lands, as they called all Rich and Loyal Perſons, into 
the Inheritance of the Saints, as they call themſelves. 

And the Truth is, wherever this Principle prevails it 
will mightily provoke and ſtir up People againlit their Su- 
periours, in caſe of the leaſt Failure in point of Morality,or 
that which they account Religion, and the only Qualifica- 
tion for Goverament. And who cag ever be quiet or ſafe 
in their Poſſeſſions when a Company of enthuſiaſtick and 
hot-headed People, as moſt of this Perſwafion are, ſhall 
take an occaſion to quarrel with others for their Impieties, 
and grow very angry with 'em for their Sins, to the end 
they might have ſome colour and grounds to juſtifie their 
Plunder and Sequeſtration? And it is certain, that thoſe 
who are ſo mightily for putting the Government altoge- 
ther into the Hands of the Righteous, will be very apt to 
ſtrike in for their own Preferment ; tor, generally ſuch 
kind ofPeople are mightily conceited of their own worth, 
and are always Righteous in their own Eyes. But, as this 
Dodtrine has done a world of miſchief in cauſing People 
parrowly to inſpect and animadvert upon all the Faili 
and Miſcarriages of their _— ( ſo ſeeki Occaf! - 
ons againſt *em ) even to the deſpiſing thera tor ſome 
Weakneſles and Imperteftions, which are, perhaps, una- 
voidable in their Circumſtances, and no more than ſome 
fad Inſtances of humane Frailty : ſo likewiſe that other 
Dottrine of the Lawtulneſs of fighting for Religion, has 
equalled the former in its miſchievous Effects. And tho 


ſome who have dip'd their Hands in Royal and Innocent 
C Blood, 
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Blood, and have been exercis'd in the Slaughter of the 
Righteous, have called it fighting the Lord's Batt 
and aſſumed to themſelves the Name of ſtri&t Profeſſors 
and Reformers of Religion ; yet 'tis certain, that ſuch as 
are ſo ready to fight for Religion, and promote it by the 
Sword, have no — at all. For, Religion is a peace- 
able, quiet thing, and Fighting and Quarrels are as con- 
trary to it, as are the moſt diflonant things in Nature ; as 
are the Lamb and the Wollf, the ſoft Airs of Muſick, and 
that raging, mercileſs Element the Ocean. | 

AndI am verily perſwaded, that theſe Principles and 
Dodrines which I have now mentioned, and the like to 
them, which I have no time to recite or diſplay in 
their proper "Colours, have been the Occaſion of vaſt 
Troubles and Diftraions in this Kingdom. 

And doubtleſs, this very Doctrine of Reſiſtance and op- 
poſing Princes,in caſe we do not like their Religion, which 
was ſo maliciouſly intended, and ſo boldly maintained þ 
a late Mercenary Pen, in a Book entituled, The Life » 
Julian the Apeſtate,has tended very much to diffettle ſome 
in their Loyalty, and confirmed others in their Rebellious 
Principles. And perhaps the Arguments which were there 
uſed to confirm and propagate that wicked Poſition, 
might very much heat and ſpur on that unhappy Gentle- 
man the late Lord Ruſſel, to thoſe Conſults and Debates 
which coſt him his precious Lite, and brought him to ſuch 
an inglorious end. And beſides all this, the great Dan- 

er is, That theſe turbulent and ill Principles, may, 
Iike Errors,not dye with their Authors, bur convey them- 
ſelves to Poſterity : and we have too plain a Demonſtra- 
tion in this Age, that Rebellion, as well as ſome natu- 
ral Diſeaſes, runs in a Blood, and propagates it ſelf 
from one Generation to another. The Way then 
to be rooted and grounded in Loyalty, is, to have 
our Minds ſeaſoned with found, wholeſome, and 
Loyal Principles ; ' for, fuch as are our Principles, 
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ſuch alſo will be our PraCtices : and no Man that has 
imbibed ill Principles, or gives car to treaſonable Do-- 
drines, will ever make a good Chriſtian or a good Sub- 
jet. And this is one way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us 

-in Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority ; viz. By re- 
nouncing 1ll Principles and Doctrines dangerous to Go- 
vernment. 

Secondly, Another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us 
in Loyalty and Obedience, is, by ſuppreſſing our Pal- 
ſions and firſt Inclinations to Rebellion. 

When we once deliver up our ſelves to the Sway 
and Predominancy of our. unruly Paſſions and Aﬀecti- 
ons, there is no other likelyhood but that the Govern- 
ment ſhould ſuffer, and be moleſted by us: for, moſt 
certainly, the great Bluſtrings and Storms, both in 
Church and State, ariſe from our ſwelling and unmor- 
tified Paſſions of Ambicion, Malice, Revenge,and the like. 

"Tis theſe which imbitter and fire our Spirits againſt 
one another, and by Continuance boil up into Rage 
and Fury, and ſo help to put the whole Nation into a 
Flame. 'Tis theſe which, like Gun-powder, tear up 
the Foundations of Peace and Government ; and if they 
be not timely check'd and curb'd ſome way or other, 
will hurl all into Confuſion, and _— the World. 
Ina word, *Tis theſe which firſt raiſe a Tumult within 
our own Breaſt, and then fly and break out into pub- 
lick Miſchiefs and Diſorders; and can there be any 
Peace and Quietneſs as long as theſe reign and domi- 
neer > But rhen as to our bad Inclinations, they muſt 
be check'd and over-ruled equally with our Paſſions ; 
and we muſt be ſure to cruſh both in their firſt Riſings 
and Motions againſt the Government : "Tis true, that 
bad Inclinations do not preſently deprave the Mind, but 
corrupt and taint it by degrees. They lye hovering 
over the Soul, and play Faſt and Looſe about it, = 
C 2 y 
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by length of time they come to be fix'd and radicated, 
and grow into Temper and Conſtitution. Rebellion, 
like all other Wickedneſs, has it's Rife and Beginnings, 
its ſeveral Steps and Stages, and gradual Progreſliong, 
ro open Violence and Hoſtility : tor, as nemo repente 
fir turpiſſimus, no Man grows deſperately wicked on 
the ſudden, ſo no Man turns a Rebel without ſome 
pauſing and Conſideration, without ſome previous dif. 
contents and difaffte&tions to the Government, The 
Seeds of Sedition muſt have ſome time to ſettle in be. 
tore they will ſpring up into actual Miſchief and Dan. 
. ger; but, except they are nip'd in the very Bud, they 
will inſenſibly vitiate the Heart and Atections, and 
breed in us a deſperate and plaguy Itch of Rebellion, 
And I do really believe, that ſome Perſons who have 
appear'd in actual Rebellion _—_ their Prince, did 
at firſt as little dream they ſhould be guilty of any 
ſuch thing, as /7azael, when it was firſt ſuggeſted to 
him that he ſhould make ſuch Havock and a bloody 
Slaughter in /ſrae/; ſaying, with great Abhorrence and 
Deteſtation, What, is thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould 
do this great thing! But yet, by giving way to bad [n- 
clinations, and the evil Inſtigation of others, have been 


toled on actually to engage in a moſt horrid and bloody - | 
Rebellion. The Truth 1s, Men can ſcarce apprehend 


what will be the Iflue and final Reſult of their Paſſi- 


ons and bad Inclinations,when they firit conſent to 'em: | 


they don't know whither they will lead *em, or into 


what furious and unlawtul Aftions they may hurry and | 
tranſport 'em, or to what a ſad and miſerable end they | 
may bring 'em in proceſs of Time ; for all Paſſions and | 


bad Inclinatiops do improve and gather Strength by 


Indulgence ;. if they continue for any while, they ſoak | 


into Meos Natures, and ſtrangely pervert the very Tem 
per and. Diſpoſitions of their Minds: fo that by cont! 


nual 
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nual yielding and giving way to theſe boyſterous Paf© 
ſions of Spite, Malice, and Revenge, Men at length 
come to be fierce, turbulent, and unruly, that there is 
no keeping 'em within Compaſs, or reducing them to 
a quiet, peaceable, and good Behaviour. And there- 
fore it is ſound and wholſome Advice to refiſt the Be- 
ginnings of Evil, whether of Body or Mind ; for juſt 
as an ill Wound. which may ſoon. be cured by a time- 
ly Care and Application of proper and. fitting Reme- 
dies, but if long negle&ed will ranckle and teſter in- 
to an incurable Gangreen ; ſo our turbulent Paſſions 
and evil Inclinations may eaſily be ſuppreſt, by ſtriving 
againſt 'em at firit : but it they are let alone to go on 
and proſper, they will then prove fatal to Government, 
and ſwell into the moſt outrageous Treaſon and Rebel- 
lion, And this is another way to preſerve” and efta- 
bliſh us in Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority ; v/z. 
By ſuppreſling our Paſſions and firſt Inclinations to 
Rebellion. 

Thirdly, Another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us 
in Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority, is, by enter- 
taining good Thoughts and Opinions ot our Supertours. 

And this is a very proper Method and Means to ſe- 
cure our Obedience to Government ; foralmuch as 
there can be no Certainty or Security of Obedience un- 
leſs Mens Hearts. are right and. ſincere towards their 
Governours. 

It is always ſeen, that where Men have ill Thoughts 
or Opinions of any Perſon, they can. never heartily 
love or be truly reconciled to him, nor yer think well 
of any of his Actions: they may indeed make a fair 
thew, and carry it ſmoothly to outward Appearance, 
but” there can never be any real or ſincere Friendſhip. 
And it is the very ſame in caſe of Obedience. to. Supe- 
tours ;, for, where Subjets have no honourable 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts or venerable Opinion of their Prince, t 

can then never obey him out of any Principle of Love, 
but purely as Slaves, out of Conſtraint and fear of Py. 
niſhment. Now where Obedience 1s the Reſult of ſuch 
a ſlaviſh Fear, it will never laſt longer than till Men 
are afraid to rebell, and they will fear no longer when 
they once get an Opportunity and Power to rebell: { 
that that Obedience which is altogether grounded and 
eſtabliſh'd upon Fear, is of a moſt uncertain Date and 
Tenure ; and the Government which ſo depends can 
never be fafe or happy for the Prince. And therefore, 
if we deſire to approve our ſelves good and obedient 
SubjeRs, we muſt ground our Obedience in hearty 
Love and Aﬀettions ro our Prince; and this we can ne- 
ver do, unleſs we reſolve to chide away and baniſh far 
from us all unkind and uncharitable Thoughts and Suf- 
picions of our Prince, either as touching his Religion 
or his Government : for if a Prince be never fo wiſe 
and religious, yet if we are reſolved not to think him 
fo, this ill Nature and moroſe Temper of ours wil 
make us extreamly cenſorious, and to put an ill Con- 
ſtruction upon all his Aﬀtions and Proceedings. Tho 
a Prince ſhould deſerve never ſo well of his Subjeds 
by his prudent and kind Government, as certainly our 
King is the moſt meritorious Prince in the World in 
both RefpeQs ; who if he had no other divine Quali- 
ties but his vaſt Wiſdom and-Clemency, is the fitteſt 
Perſon on Earth to be God's Vicegerent. I fay, ſhould 
a Prince be never fo wiſe and gracious, yet it Subjetts 
will be peeviſh and croſs-grain'd, and have an utter 
Averſion and Antipathy to his Government, 'tis im- 
poſſible they ſhould obey him from the Heart, when 
let him do the beſt he can he ſhall never pleaſe 'em. 
And therefore Solomon takes the beſt way to ſecure 


our Love and Obedience to our Super1ours, _ he 
or- 
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forbids us to curſe the King even in our Thoughts. He 
new very well, that there is no-preſerving Majeity 
from Contempt unleſs we retain a ſecret Reverence 
for him in our Hearts; for evil Thoughts are next door 
to evil Practices, and a fair Introduction to Rebellion. 
He was ſenſiblez-That nothing could fo facilitate and 
ſecure Obedience to Governours, as a real Love and 
Liking to *em, and an honouring 'em from the very 
bottom of our Souls. We know that Love always fol- 
lows Liking ;. and where there is not a real Liking there 
can never be a true and hearty Love; and it is impouſ- 
ſible for a People to obey their Prince as they ought 
to do when they have no good Opinion or Conceit of 
him: and therefore we ſhould labour to poſſeſs our 
Minds and Hearts with good Thoughts and candid Opi- 
nions of our Rulers and Governours, which will diſ- 
poſe us to put the beſt and faireſt Conſtruction upon 
all their Actions: and then will our Obedience come 
ſo freely and ſweetly from us, that we ſhall fiad Plea- 
ſure in obeying, as well as our King in governing, And 
this is another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us in Loy- 
alty, and Obedience to Authority ; viz. By entertaining 
good Thoughts and Opinions ot our Superiours. 

Fourthly, Another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us 
in Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority, is, By avoid- 
ing Evil and Faftious Company. 

I need not tell you what Prejudice or Advantages we 
are capable of receiving trom Company, the good or 
evil Converſation of others, what Power or Influence 
it has to improve Men in Virtue or Vice : but general- 
ly, bad Company alters Men ſooneſt, and moſt, and is 
moſt infetious, which may be aſcribed to our ſtron- 
ger natural Propenſions to Evil, and our greater Sul- 
ceptiblenels of it, than what is really good and vertu- 
ous. But ſo it is ever known to be, that Men, by 
keep- 
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keeping Company, contract a likeneſs of Temper and 
Diſpoſition with thoſe with whom they uſually and fre. 
quently converſe,and make Friendſhip; with the froward 
Men will grow troward, with the Meek they will 
grow meek; and therefore Solomon adviſes, not to hee 
Company with an angry Man : which Wc might do Up- 
on a double account, either as that might prove fatal 
and dangerous to his Perſon, or elſe infe&t his Mind 
with the ſame Paſſion. And I am apr to believe, that 
ſome honeſt and well-meaning Men, who at firſt de- 
reſted all PraCtiſes againſt the Government, have been 
corrupted, and drawn into Plots and treafonable De- 
ſigns purely by keeping Company with ſuch as were 
taQtious, and diſaffe&ed to the Government. *Tis a 
hard matter for him that is a Companion ot baſe Peo- 
ple, to preſerve his Integrity or eſcape Defilement ; and 
one may ſhrewdly guels at the Temper and Principles 
of a Man by the Company he keeps. *Tis certain, that 
whilſt Men indulge themſelves the Liberty of ratling 
about the Government, and againſt it, in Seditious Clubs 
and Conventicles, they will, by continual Diſcourſes of 
this nature, envenome their Spirits, and come to ſteep 
their Language in the Gall of Bitterneſs: for as it is obſer- 
ved, that the frequent ralking of ſome Vices infects the 
Fancy and vitiates the Mind, and ſo | rows —200g a Love 
and a Longing to them; ſo it is often ſeen, that by 
treaſonable Talk Men ſlide and fall into aRtual Rebelli- 
on; for from evil Diſcourſes to evil Actions, is a natural 
Progreſſion. And therefore Solomon gives very proper 
Advice for the preventing all Treaſonable Practices, when 
he ſays, Prov. 24. 21. My Soy, fear thou the Lord and 
the King, and meddle not with them which are given to 
change : that is, Do not aſſociate and hold Correſpon- 
dency with Mea of roving Heads and unſettled _ 
| : wano 
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who are govarned by no ſteddy good Principle, but 
are reſtlels and uneaſie under all Governments. No 
Body knows, no not themſelves, what will pleaſe 'em : 
they are diſſatisfied with any Government long, and 
affe&t Novelty and Change in Governmeut, as well as 
in other things : with ſuch Perſons hold no Commerce 
at all, have no Dealings with 'em, nor intereſt your 
ſelf in their Deſigns and Projects: when you chance 
to mect with Perſons ſo very whimſical, and of ſuch 
fickle and unſtable Minds, be ſure you contra no 
Friendſhip with *em, but decline their Society, as 
what will prove dangerous to your elf, as well as the 
Government. See then that you caretully and ſtudi- 
ouſly avoid the Company of ſuch People as are always 
contriving, and hankering after new Forms and Mo- 
dels of Government, and meddle not with them which 
are given to change. And this is another way to pre- 
ſerve and eſtablith us in Loyalty, and Obedience to 
Authority ; viz. By avoiding Rhiou and peſtilent 
Company. 

Fitthly, Another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us in 
Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority, 1s, By ceaſing 
to envy and mutter at our Superiours. 

' Could we who are placed ina remote and lower 
Sphear, be ſenſible of the Cares and Incumbrances of 
a Crown, we ſhould, I perſwade my ſelf, be ſo far trom 
envying the Glory of Princes, that we ſhould heartily 
pitty and lament their Condition. Did we but conſi- 
der their many thoughtful and buſie Hours, how watch- 
tul they are for our Good, when perhaps we are fleep- 
ing and ſnoring in our Beds ; how they are bandying 
ot things and racking their Brains in deep Conſults and 
Debates for the publick Welfare, at ſuch times as our 
Thoughts and Minds are at perfect Eaſe and Reſt ; how 
they have their Hands and Heads full too, _ we 
D ave 
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have little or nothing at all to buſie and diſturb us, and 
how difficult and laborious a Province it is to rule and 
govern. Did we thus conſider the great Cares and 
Difficultics of Government, certainly it would mig 
tily abate and take off our Spleen and Envy againſi 
our Superiours; it would make us more tender of add- 
ing any greater Load of Troubles to that mighty 
weight ot Buſineſs which they already ſuſtain. Kings 
and Princes have Cares enough God help'em * in the 
very beſt Junure of Aflairs, when their Government 
1s molt eaſie and ſafe, when all things go on 1n a due 
and orderly Courſe; yet they find work enough to pre- 
ſerve Peace and Quietnels in their Kingdoms, and need 
not. be put to the Trouble ot quelling Riots, or appea- 
{ing the Rage and Fury of a tactious Multitude: they 
find enough to do to defend us from our Enemies 4- 
broad, to watch their Motions, and dive into their 
Policies; ſo that it is, in my Mind, great Cruelty and 
Baſeneſs to force them upon the ſame Guard and Watch- 
tulneſs at home, by our inteſtine Broils and Diſlenti- 
ons, and making continual Stirs and Commotions in 
the State. 

In the Name of God, what is it that we the People 
of this Nation would have, or can reaſonably expe& 
or deſire toenjoy, more than now. we do? What is it 
that we ſo much grumble and are diſcontented at? Are 
we troubled that our Rulers are ſtudying and projett- 
ing continually for our Good and the Safety of the 
Publick ? Are we troubled that we have ſuch excellent 
Laws to protect and defend us, and that Juſtice is ad- 
miniſtred with ſo much Temper and Moderation ? Are 
we troubled that our Superiours will take upon 'em 
the Pains and Trouble to govern us who cannot go- 
vern our ſelves ? Or, Are we troubled that our Religion 
proſpers, and grows every day more and more victoti- 
Ous 


(19) 


ous over thoſe who have been given up to frong Er- 
rors; and Deluſions. Do any ot theſe things rrouble 
us? If they do not, then 'tis plain that we are arrant 
Knabes, and reſolve to, quarrel an.| find tult out of 
pure Crollae(s, and deſign to vex tne Government, 
But if they do trouble us, then we celcrve to be trou-, 
bled another way for being ſuch Fools as nt to unver- 
ſtand our own Intereſt and Advantage ; then nothing 
can prevent our troubling our ſelves, or proving trou- 
bleſome to Authority, but only the whetting the 
Sword of Jultice, and making us teel the Power of the 
publick Kods and Axes: and then we ſhall have ſome- 
thing to trouble us indeed. But if we can find no juſt 
Matter or Occaſion of Offence upon any of the tormer 
Accounts, why then do we not hurmbly acquieſce in 
the Determinations of our Superiours, and yield up a 
ready and quiet Obedience to all the lawlul Commands 
and InjunRions of Authority ? 

It fome People, who live under other Governments 
where the Prince's Will is an abſolute Law, and who 
many times requires Obedience as well without Rea- 
fon as without Law ; I fay, if theſe People ſhould un- 
derſtand the great Liberty and Immunites of the Sub- 
jects of this Realm, and how ſweetly and bravely we 
live, even more like Princes than Subjects, and how 
that every one may live as he liſts, and ſerve God as 
much as he pleaſes, it he do either as he ought and 
ſhould, they would itand amazed at our Happineſs, 
and wonder what ails the People of Eng/and that they 
are no quicter, nor better ſatisfied, under ſuch a gentlc 
and fine rempered Government, For my own part, I 
muſt needs ſay, that I am often, in my private Mu- 
ſings and Retirements from the World, litting up my 
Heart and Hands to Heaven, humbly adoring the great 
Mercy and Goognels of Almighty God, in giving me 
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my Lot and Station under ſuch an equal and favourg. 
ble Government, where all People may be as happy 
as they can wiſh or deſire, and are debarr'd the Liber. 
ty of nothing but making themſelves and others un. 
happy by their fooliſh Diviſions. And truly, if we 
grumble and mutter now, we grumble and mutter for 
"we know not what: and 1 wiſh, with all my Heart, 
that we live not to ſee theſe Times wherein we ma 
have Reaſon to complain, and ſmart ſoundly tcr our 
preſent Petulancy and Wantonnelſs. 

Alas, poor fooliſh People that we are! We do not, 
we will not, underſtand our own Happineſs! And what 
an eaſie'thing it is to obey, in compariſon of what it 
is to govern : I ſee we are not to be perſwaded or con- 
vinc'd of the great Priviledges and Comforts of a pri- 
vate Life, and how that Subjects enjoy more Eaſe and 
Quietneſs in one Day, than perhaps their Rulers and 
Govcrnours do all the Days ot their Lives : but, as far 
as we can gheſs by the Troubles and Cares belonging 
to the Rule and Government of a private Family, 'tis 
no ſuch ſweet and pleaſant thing to govern, as ſome 
People may imagine. A Crown, indeed, is a glorious 
Thing to behold, and People do naturally ſtare and 
gaze upon its outward Pomp and Splendour ; but they 
have not the Sagacity to diſcern with what Cares and 
Thorns this glittering thing is ſtuff'd and lined within. 

I know not what others may think, but it was ever 
my Opinion, finceI could make any true Judgment of 
things, that we are infinitely beholding to our Rulers 
for the Pains and Care they are pleaſed to undergoan 
managing the Publick Concerns of a -whole Nation, 
which redounds ſo much to every individual Mans In- 
tereſt and Advantage : and, I think we can never tho- 
roughly recompence or pay a ſufficient Tribute of 
Thanktulneſs and Obedience to our —_— 
tnELr 
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their accepting the Charge and Trouble of ſo vaft a 
Conduct. And therefore, is it not very ill done of 
ſome, and an unpardonable Crime 1n thoſe that make 
ittheir Buſine(s our of the Malignity of their Spirits a- 
eainſt the Government, to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord 
and Fation, to cheriſh private Animoſities and Dil- 
contents among People ot difterent Perſwaſions, to the 
end they might grieve Majeſty and make more Work 
for their Superiours ; and, which is more, have la- 
boured, with all their might and' main, to miſrepre- 
ſent and beſpatter the King and his Government by 
infamous Libels, and falſe, ſcandalous Stories, thinking, 
by this means, to make [Majeſty more uneaſie in his 
Throne, and to render both Him and his Government 
univerſally odious ? Whereas it is the Duty, and will 
be the PraCtice, of every good Subject, to endeavour 
by a ready and quiet Obedience, and a peaceable Beha- 
viour, to alleviate and ſweeten thoſe Cares and Trou- 
bles which are fo eſſential to Government. And this is 
another way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us in Loyalty, 
and Obedience to Authority ; viz. By ceaſing to envy 
and mutter at our Superiours. - 

Sixthly, and laſtly, Another way to preſerve and eſta- 
bliſh us in Loyalty, and Obedience. to Authority, is, 
by Praying for thoſe in Authority, and the Proſperity 
of the Government. 

Government is one of the greateſt Bleſſings that can 
be to the World ; a prime Inſtrument of humane Fe- 
licity, without ' which, Men would live and act like 
Salvages, and worry one another like ſo many Beaſts 
of Prey : without Government the World would be a 
miſerable and a dangerous place to live in, and all 
things would run into the greateſt Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion. *Tis from the Benefit and Prote&tion of the 
Laws that all Societies keep and maintain their w__ 
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and Priviledges, that Men have the Liberty and Free. 
dom to get Eſtates, and to enjoy 'em quietly and 
peaceably when they have done. 'Tis by the Force 
and Power of Laws that we have our Lives and Liber. 
ties guarded from continual Violence and Invaſion ; and 
laſtly, 'Tis Government that ſecures us 1n the exerciſe 
of our Religion, and befriends us with ſo much Time, 
and Leiſure, and Opportunities for Devotion : and there. 
tore, conſidering all theſe happy Effetts of Government, 
we ought to pray, in point of Intereſt, tor the Proſpe. 
rity ot Kings, and the good Succeſs of their Govern. 
ment, that under them we may live peaceable and qui- 
et Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. And though 
the Primitive Chriſtians had the Mistortune to Le 1n- 
torm'd againſt, by ſome of their malicious and implaca- 
ble Adverfaries,as Perſons dangerous to the Government, 
and that their very Religion and Principles naturally led 
and prompted 'em to Treaſon and Rebellion againlt the 
State ; yet this is known to be a falſe and malicious Lye, 
and that none were greater Friends to the Government 
than they, tho the Government was an utter Enemy to 
them: which is confirm'd by their quiet and peaceable 
Behaviour under the Government, and their aſliduous 
and tervent Prayers for the Proſperity ot the Emp.re un- 
der which they lived. Which ttand upon Record in the 
Writings of ſeveral of the Fathers, and have of hate 
been tranſcribed and produc'd by ſeveral Learned Men, 
in Teſtimony of their Loyalty, and to ſhame and re- 
proach the Diſloyalty of ſome Chriſtians in theſe days 
if they had any Shame in *em. 

We muſt all needs know and confeſs, That Govern- 
ment was ordained and inſtiruted for the Good of the 
World; and the better that ſucceeds and proſpers, the 
better it will be for us. And if for cannot be brought 
to pray for its Proſperity, *cis « Sign, that they do not 
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regard their own private Intereſt and Welfare which are 
involved in the Publick,or elſe that they have no kindnets 
for their Superiours or their Fellow-SubjeQs, in wiſh- 
ing ill to the Government, that ſo thoſe that fit at the 
Helm may appear odious to the People : orelle, rather 
than not to be gratified in their private Piques and 
Animoſities againlt the Government, care not if the 
whole Kingdom be ruined. 

But, if tome Men that are Lovers of Anarchy and 
Confuſion, - will not be perſwaded that Government is 
uſeful and profitable, I could almoſt wiſh that ſuch 
People (if others that are wiſer and better could be ſafe" 
might tor ſome while have their own choice, and try 
the Experiment. of ſuch Diſſolution and Diſorders ; or 
others that declare for Government, but are mightily ſet 
againſt that kind of Government which is Monarchical 
and which it is our Happineſs to enjoy, ſhall hereupon 
oppoſe it, or not pray for the Proſperity and Continu- 
ance of the-preſent Government, that they alſo mighr 
have their own Wiſhes and Hearts defire in ſuffering 
the Tyranny. and Diſtraftion of a Commonwealth, it 
that were poſſible, without a rea] Change of that hap- 
py and bleſſed Government which we are now under. 
But it is a vain and fruitleſs Attempt tor a man of my 
ſmall Moment in the World, to diſpute with ſuch Per- 
ſons about the Duty and Obligation of praying for 
our Governours and Government, when *tis evident; 
that they deſpiſe an_ Apoltolical Rule whereby we are 
commanded to pray for Kings and all in Authority over 
us. And truly, when it is ſo. that People ſhall think 
much to pray for their Rulers,they will as certainly think 
mach to obey 'em; or, where they ſhall only pray tor- 
mally and to avoid the Suſpicion of Diſloyalty, they 
had even as good not pray at all, for God accepts not 
of the Prayers: of ſuch inſincere and hollow-hearted 
Hypocrites, neither will the Government thrive one 
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Jot the better for 'em. Yet I doubt not but God has 
hitherto preſerved our Gracious Sovereign and his Go. 
vernment from the ſundry Attempts and nefarious De. 
ſigns of the Sons of Violence, as the Fruit and Bleſſing 
ot the numerous fervent Prayers of pious and good 
Men, which have been incenty oftered up to Hea- 
ven for the Conſervation of both. And this is another 
way to preſerve and eſtabliſh us in Loyalty, and Obe- 
dience to Authority ; viz. By praying for thoſe in Au. 
thority, and the Proſperiry of the Government. 

Having now preſcribed ſeveral Rules and DireCQions 
how to preſerve and eſtabliſh us in Loyalty, and Obe- 
dience to Authority, I ſhall now, in the laſt place, pro- 
ceed to fatisfie thoſe Scruples and Jealouſies which 
make ſome People fo reſtleſs and unquiet under the 
preſent Government. 

Now, theſe Fears and Jealouſies muſt be grounded 
either upon a Suſpition of their Prince's Firmneſs and 
Conſtancy to the Proteſtant Religion, or elſe upon a 
Suſpicion of a Change of Government ; upon both 
which Accounts, I ſhall ſhew Mens Fears and Jealou- 
fies to be altogether groundleſs and unreaſonable, 

Firſt, If theſe Fears are grounded upon a Suſpicion of 
their Prince's Firmneſs and Conſtancy to the Proteſtant 
Religion, (I ſpeak out what others by their Whiſpers 
and Muttrings have given us too much Reaſon to 
believe they fofpeet and think) they are then alrogether 
groundleſs and unreaſonable. For it 1s highly improba- 
ble that a Prince ſhould waver in his Religion, or 1n- 
cline to part with it in his Proſperity, when he could 
not be overcome to change it in the time of his Adver- 
ſity, and when ſome who went under the Name of 
ſtri& Profeſſors and Proteſtants had done enough, by 
their cruel and unchriſtian PraCtices towards him, to 


put him out of Conceit with it. But 'tis well known, 
| that 
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that during the Time of his Majeſty's Exile and Baniſh- 
ment, when he was under great Temptations to change 
his Principles, both from the Spite and Malice of his 
Subjets at home, and the Kindneſs and Friendſhi 
which was proffer'd him abroad, that notwithſtand- 
ing theſe great Provocations on the one Hand, and 
as great Allurements on the other, ſtill he had the 
Courage and Bravery to preſerve his Faith and Conſci- 
ence inviolable. And when his Religion was brought 
to the Teſt and Tryal, 'tis manifeſt, That the Impreſ- 
ſions of Religion were ſo ſtrong and well-grounded in 
him, that no power of Art, or force of Diſputation, 
could alter or controul 'em, not the greateſt Subtilty 
and cunning Sophiſtry of the Feſuzts, could win upon 
him, or (6 tar inſinuate any contrary Perſwaſion into 
his Mind, as in the leaſt to ſtagger him in his Faith : 
but he continued firm and ſtedfaſt to his firſt Princi- 
ples, and came off a brave, ſtout Confeſſor, and Defen- 
der of that Faith and Religion for which his Father 
died a Glorious Martyr. So that Mens Fears of Po- 

coming in, upon a Suſpicion of their Prince's 
Firmneſs and Conſtancy to the Proteſtant Religion, is 
(to ſay no worſe )) very unkind and uncharitable, and 
2 Diminution to that Glory | he did himſelf and the 
Proteſtant Religion, when he ſtood out and maintained 
his Ground under fo great.a Tryal of Aﬀlictions and 
Temptations too, 

Secondly, Mens Fears of Popery coming in, upon a 
_ of a Change of Government, are highly ab- 
ſurd and unreaſonable. 

The Proteſtant Religion is now of long Continu- 
ance among us, and is ſo united and incorporated in- 
to the Government of the State, that Church and 
State muſt live and fall together. And ſuch was the 
Care and Policy of thoſe who attempted the firſt Re- 
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formation, that they ſo ordered the matter, as to make 
t Mens temporal Intereſt to preſerve and ſtand up for 
the Proteſtant Religion, by alienating the Church. 
: Lands and Revenues into the Hands of the Laity ; 6 
that now moſt of the beſt and greateſt Eſtates in Zug. 
land confilt and lie chiefly ia thoſe Lands which for. 
merly belonged wholly and entirely to the Church, 
So that it is againſt one of the moſt common and re. 
ceived Maxims, which is, That Men will be of that 
CO which is moſt for their preſent Intereſt, tg 
think that ever the People of this Nation will deſireor 
conſent to a Change of Government, when by that 
means they will hazard their Eſtates, and be in dan- 
ger of loſing all. 1f, indeed, the coming in of Popery 
would be for Mens Advantage, and add to their Re- 
venues, for ought I know, . vaſt Numbers would be 
tempted to embrace it. But, when it will ſo indan- 
ger their Fortunes, i aot beggar 'em quite, I can ne- 
ver believe, or imagine, That the People of this Na- 
tion, who have either Lands or Brains, will cha 
or turn to Popery, whatever they may turn to ole 
Beſides, the Proteſtant Religion, as I hinted before, is 
now of a conſiderable Standing among us, and has 
had time to ſettle, which it had not when People flew 
off from it in Queen Marys Days. Then the Refor- 
mation was in a great meaſure imperfect, and but in 
its Infancy, and it was impoffible it ſhould be con- 
firm'd and ratified when People had only ſome ſmall 
Taſte and Reliſh of it, as now it is, by ſo many 1& 
peated Laws in the Succefſions of ſeveral Princes ; and 
therefore it was no wonder. that People- were fo 
ſoon perſwaded to turn off a new Religion, and revert 
to the old one, But now that we are grown better 
uainted with the Proteſtant Religion, and are 
well convinc'd of its great Excellency and —_— 
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neſs, in' compariſon of tho Row7/b, it will be a hard 
=y to introduce Popery at this time of Day ; be- 
cauſe, ſuch is the Genius of this Nation, That when 
they take to a thing, eſpecially to Religion, they will 
net leave or part with it, if they can poſlibly help ir. 
and ſo it is that the Proteſtant Religion has had the 
good Fortune to be moſt agreeable to their Minds and 
Perſwaſtons, of any Religion in the World : and there- 
fore, conſidering it is their great Diana, none that 
knows the Erng/rſh Zeal and Reſolution, in matters of 
Religion, will be ſo hardy or foaliſh as to attempt to 
change or raviſh it from 'em. And beſides this, be- 
fore there can be a Change of Government, which muſt 
be eftefted by a Change of Religion, there muſt be 
ſuch a repealing of Laws, and Alteration of Proper- 
ties, and ſuch vaſt Changes, as are not to be expect- 
e&d in the Revolutions of an Age: fo that although 
ſome Men may fear the coming in of Popery, yet if 
it be conſidered what « great and ſtrange Alteration 
there muſt be, both in the Conſtitutions of the Nati- 
on, and the very Temper of the People, in all humane 
Probability, it can never prevail in our days. And, tho 
ſome People are poſleſs'd with ſuch mighty Fears of 
Popery, and its prevailing among us, yet, if I may 
ſpeak my Mind treely, and without Offence, 1 ſee 
more Reaſon to fear, that, according to the Atheiſm 
and Wickedneſs of the Times, we ſhall come ſhortly 
to be of no Religion at all. 

Fear is one of the moſt boundleſs and ranging Palli- 
ons belonging to Humane Nature, and which prevails 
more or leſs according to the Variety and Difference 
of Mens Tempers and Conftitutions ; but, where it 
meets with a Perſon whoſe Facuky ot Imagination is 
youne and more operative than ordinary, there it 
wells and mulciplies,. even to the transforming every 
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weak and idle Fancy into a prodigious Monſter and 
Bugbear. And theretore 'tis obſerved, That thoſe who 
appear ſo mightily afraid of the IntroduQtion of Pope. 
ry among us, are a fort of People that are naturally 
ſuſpicious and jealous of every thing, 1n whom Fear 
is the moſt prevailing and governing Paſſion: and 
therefore, as-to the Buſineſs ot Popery, if People will 
indulge their Fears and Jealouſies, 'tis certain they may 
as much fear a thing that will never come as that 
which may come: ſo that there is no ſuch way to 
cure ſome Peoples deſperate. Fears of Popery, as to ad. 
viſe them to conſult their Reaſon touching the Proba- 
bility of Events, more than their Paſſions, which are 
often very vain and extravagant. 


And now, though I am convinc'd I have done my 
Duty both to God and Man, in preaching upon thus 
neceſſary and material Subjet of Loyalty and Obedi- 
ence, yet I fancy that ſome People may objett againſt 
this Diſcourſe, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe it is 
a Sermon of that Nature and Strain ; and perhaps, 
judge it unreaſonable and improper for ſuch an Au- 
ditory, where none but Loyal and conformable Per- 
fons are ſuppos'd to be. This, indeed, is ſuch a tri- 
fling and filly Cavil, that I could hardly believe any 
ſuch thing, but that I know it to be true, for People 
to cry out, that a Sermon is unſeaſonable and impro- 
per, only becauſe they have no mind to hear. of a Du- 
ty which they have no Mind to practiſe. And 'tis 
certain, that thoſe that ſo flounce and carp at a Dif 
courſe of Loyalty, and Obedience to Authority, mult 
have a fore place ſomewhere, ſome little Ailing and 
Infirmity oi Mind and Conſcience, as to the Point of 
Loyalty, which they cannot endure ſhould be touch'd 
or rubb'd up. But I am ſtrongly of Opinion, n_ 
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Man. will ever grumble to hear handſomly of a- thing 
he loves: and therefore I conclude, that whoever 1s 
offended at a Sermon of Loyalty and Obedience, can 
have no real Love or Liking to the thing it ſelf. 

But in Anſwer to this [ſight and poor Cavil, I fay 
this, That I think a Sermon of Loyalty to be always 
ſeaſonable, and that Miniſters are as much bound to 
preach. it up as any other neceſſary Duty of Religion, 
whether People will hear,or whether they will forbear. 
And the ſame Objection lies againſt all Sermons as well 
©, as this of Loyalty : for if we preach nothing, but what 
" is new, and not tell People of their Duty becauſe they 
pretend to know it already, then all preaching will 
ſoon be at an end. But we think it, as the Apoſtle 
did, meet and neceſſary, to put People in Mind of 
Loyalty and Obedience, tor the ſame reaſon that we 
put *em in mind of all other Duties; viz. not becauſe 
they don't know 'em, but becauſe they will not pra- 
iſe what they know. And moreover, I think that 
a Sermon of Loyalty is more eſpecially ia ſeaſon ar 
this time, conſidering how the World now goes, and 
how much the Government is threatned by a ſort of 
Fattious and ungovernable Men. And I think none of 
us can be too perfett in this Leſſon of Obedience; and 
perhaps ſome People may not be fo perte&t as they 
take themſelves to be; and 'tis a Sign that they need 
to be taught Loyalty, when they cannot endure to 
hear of it, and appear ſo very uneaſie and nettled at 
a Diſcourſe that tends that way. But let- not ſuch 
Perſons flatter themſelves with an Opinion of their 
great Loyalty, when they reſent it ſo very 1ll to be 
told of it; for, this Impatience and Diſlike muſt needs 
proceed from Lukewarmneſs, and a very cold and im- 
perfect Love of Obedience to Authority. Indeed, ac- 
cording to ſome Mens bitter way of arguing, no > 
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Jed can'be teaſing ; and perhaps it may od 
on ſome People ts fly ns off Fork theie Duty wh 
they had bur little mind to before. And therefore: P 
have all along been careful flot to offend any throt 1} | 
hot and fiery Language, or provoke 'er by hard Name 
and odious Appellatives, which I think mighty -unbe/7 
coming this Sacred Place, ' where a Decency oughthe & | 
be obſerved in our Words as well as Aftions. ty | 
then, do I comfort my felf, that I have handled this 8 
DoEtrine of Obedience with thoſe gentle, but ſolid Av” 
guments, that I preſume the moſt violent Fawatick cans 
not juſtly quarrel at 'em, and I defie the wiſeſt an& 
moſt conceited Faxatick of *em-afl, cither to anfwutf = 
or  confute 'em, 1 Wo 
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